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Editorial 

 

This dossier is an offshoot of the Special Topic course: Teaching Visual 

Arts Today, part of the Graduate Program in Visual Arts (PPGAV), as well as the 

Extension Seminar "Drawing is taking a line for a walk," a continuing education 

course promoted annually by the Fashion, Arts, Teaching, and Society Laboratory.  

The courses called "special topics" are organized by one of the PPGAV's 

lines of research, addressing a unique and current theme in the field of research. In 

this case, the course1 offered in 2023-2 was divided into two major units. The first, 

entitled "A materialist perspective for art education," addressed the dialectical method 

in art research; the analysis of teaching praxis in visual arts in early childhood 

education; dialogues between Marxism, Historical-Critical Pedagogy, and 

conceptions of art education; and, finally, Historical-Critical Pedagogy (HCP) and art 

education: reflections based on the concept of "classical." The unit was developed 

and coordinated by Dr. Rosana Soares and Dr. Janedalva Gondim, university 

professors in postdoctoral training at UDESC, under the supervision of Professor 

Maria Cristina da Rosa Fonseca da Silva. 

The second unit, entitled “Teaching arts/design from a transdisciplinary 

perspective,” featured the participation of various professionals and guest 

researchers and was organized and led by professors Mara Rúbia Sant’Anna and 

Anelise Zimmermann, who are also responsible for this dossier. The following topics 

were discussed: creative processes using images in visual arts education; teacher 

training and visual arts teaching; taxonomies of drawing from an interdisciplinary 

perspective; possibilities for teaching drawing to children with intellectual disabilities; 

and children's book illustration in relation to arts education. Each invited participant 

contributed greatly to the announced transdisciplinary perspective, as they came 

from different contexts, themes, and research areas, as well as from different 

 
1 References for the 2023 Special Topic course are available at the end of the Editorial for consultation and study 
by interested parties. 
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theoretical backgrounds and experiences in the field of teaching and the arts. These 

meetings resulted in interviews, which comprise a specific section of this dossier. 

Throughout the two Units, we were honored to have teachers from various 

Brazilian states and two foreign colleagues, for a total of eight external guests.  

The overall objective of the topic was achieved, as it sought to present 

students with different perspectives on research in and about arts education, 

covering a range of theoretical and methodological contributions. This was achieved 

through the presence and contributions of each person involved in the course, which 

generated discussions that extended to student research topics. 

Furthermore, among the specific objectives addressed in the course, 

those that were expected to be achieved in the learning and training process of the 

postgraduate student in visual arts included: deepening the theoretical and 

methodological foundations in research in the teaching of visual arts; establishing 

dialogue in national and international research networks; and improving the research 

projects under development at PPGAV. Due to the diversity of research projects 

among students, the last specific objective was not achieved by all. However, 

everyone enrolled in the Special Topic came to the classes with a desire to reflect on 

and improve their teaching practices, and in this regard, the discussions were very 

fruitful. 

The course, in seminar format, took place in weekly meetings on Monday 

afternoons between August and November. Starting with Unit 2, each meeting 

featured an external guest speaker, who presented their topic in person or via 

videoconference. The course was also open to students under special conditions, 

i.e., those who had not yet enrolled in the PPGAV but had completed their 

undergraduate degrees and applied for the appropriate vacancy for special students 

on the course, as well as other people who took advantage of the units to carry out 

extension activities. In this case, interested individuals who are not committed to 

assessments could request admission to the Special Topic by enrolling in one of the 
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extension projects coordinated by the course organizers, with the right to receive a 

certificate2. 

So, it was a pretty productive semester, which led to this dossier, bringing 

together unpublished articles and interviews. 

This dossier also includes the work of artist-teachers-researchers who 

participated in the Continuing Education Seminar of the Extension Program Sensitive 

Knowledge, coordinated by professors Maristela Abadia Novaes, Kellyn Batistela, 

and Mara Rúbia Sant'Anna, entitled "To draw is to take a line for a walk"3. The works 

of the artists invited to the seminar inaugurate the new section "Visual Essays." 

The extension seminar was offered in the first semester of 2023, based on 

a discussion about the expanded field in the arts and creative processes, which 

involves fashion and also design. The course aimed to connect theoretical 

discussions and contemporary artistic practices manifested and discussed by the 

authors themselves, in a relational dialogue with the teaching of visual arts and 

design. The discussions touched on concepts such as: affection in pedagogical 

practice, discourse and silence; the collective dimension of creation; affections and 

percepts, relational aesthetics; the image in flux: production, reception, and 

circulation. To this end, fourteen weekly meetings were held online, attended by five 

artists who treated readers to the following visual essays: "One hundred and twelve 

lines: on drawing and process" by Anna de Moraes Silva; "Apnea" by Ricardo 

Coelho; “The Right Side and the Wrong Side” by Alice Fátima Martins; “Lapidarium” 

by Hortência Moreira; and, closing with a flourish, “Body: Inner Space of the Deep” 

by Italian artist Laura Patacchia. This section was made possible thanks to the 

commitment and dedication of professors Maristela Novaes (UFG) and Kellyn 

Batistela (UDESC), who invited the artists to share their interesting reflections and 

some of their work between April and July 2023. also offered visual essays that can 

be enjoyed in the magazine's new section. 

 
2 Extension certificates with 30 hours for Unit 1 and 40 hours for Unit 2, with a minimum attendance 

requirement of 75% for each unit. 
3 The texts discussed at the seminar are referenced at the end of the Editorial. 
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In an academic DIY effort, this dossier also offers the public a selection of 

academic articles chosen by the magazine's editors, the findings of which were 

initially discussed during the 19th Fashion Colloquium. After accepting the invitation, 

each author submitted a new revised and expanded version. Evaluated and 

approved by peers, the texts are available in this dossier for everyone to read.  

Finally, there are interviews conducted by students from the Special Topic 

course with their guests. The interviews follow a brief overview of the interviewee's 

career and discuss issues proposed jointly with the teachers based on the themes of 

the units and academic research.  

In addition to this rich summary, the Transversal Openings section 

contains other articles with interesting contributions for higher, secondary, and 

elementary school teachers to update themselves, including new content, 

perspectives, and approaches in their teaching practices.  

In all sections, new works will be included as they become available until 

the next dossier is consolidated. 

So, we hope you enjoy reading it. 

 

Prof. Mara Rúbia and Anelise Zimmermann 

February 2024. 
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FILMOGRAFIA E MATERIAL AUDIOVISUAL 

Filme: O jovem Karl Marx. Disponível em: <https://vimeo.com/236264929> 

Vídeos: Sobre as revoluções de 1848. Disponível em:  

<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jwAUBiNMfYk> 

<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oq0tdsQtlRw> 
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